Revelation 1:4b-8

WHAT IS YOUR KING’S MEMORIAL?

When people visit Washington D.C. for the first time, they have a mental checklist of the things they want to see. At or near the top of that list is always seeing the memorials. There are so many little touches in those memorials that you can get immersed in the marble and granite and all that they have to say about the people whom they are memorializing. Go to the Jefferson Memorial. There, the designers used some of Jefferson’s own Roman architectural preferences to make a monument that would fit him as a person. Go to the Lincoln Memorial. It’s no accident that there are 36 pillars holding the roof of the memorial – that’s the number of state there were in the union at Lincoln’s death. There you can read the text of his Gettysburg Address and his 2nd Inaugural Speech. In every memorial in our nation’s capital, a great deal of time and care has been taken to preserve the memory of people and events that are special to our nation’s history.
There once was a king who asked his best friend to write down the way he wanted to be remembered. His friend saw him executed, and then later wrote down how we should think of him. That King was Jesus Christ, and his friend was the apostle John. Of course, Jesus didn’t remain dead, and it was nearly sixty years after he had ascended into heaven that he appeared to his old friend John on the island of Patmos. John was obviously by this time a very old man. And what he recorded in our text for this morning will let you answer this question: WHAT IS YOUR KING’S MEMORIAL?
A memorial is meant to praise the one to whom it is dedicated. You’re not going to see anything negative about Lincoln, Jefferson, Washington, or Franklin Roosevelt at their memorials in Washington D.C. And their memorials are pretty easy to find. If you can’t see them just by driving by them, look on any map of the D.C. area – they’re clearly marked. 

WHAT IS YOUR KING’S MEMORIAL? What on earth stands to give testimony to all that Jesus was and did while on the earth? Some might say the Vatican with all its treasures, or perhaps a different European cathedral. Some might say it must be a giant cross, like the one that towers over Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. Or some might say it must be an historic site like the Church of the Holy Nativity in Bethlehem. Our text tells us, though, that the King’s memorial is far different. 

John praises Jesus in three ways. The first description of our King is in the present tense. He is the one who loves us. He always has. He always will. Although our love and devotion for him very well might change from day to day his love for us never changes. He developed that love in and of himself and then acted on that love. The second description is in the past tense. What did that love cause him to do? He freed us from our sins by means of his blood. This action is over, finished. There’s nothing more to be done. He willingly gave himself up to save us. When Abraham Lincoln's body was brought from Washington to Illinois, it passed through Albany, NY and it was carried through the street. They say a black woman stood upon the curb and lifted her little son as far as she could reach above the heads of the crowd and was heard to say to him, "Take a long look, honey. He died for you". In the same way John wants to lift up your spirit to see Calvary. You don’t have anything to offer God. Your selfishness, your greed, your lusts would disqualify you from coming anywhere near God. So take a long look, He died for you. 

But the amazing thing is that Christ did even more. He “made us a kingdom, priests to serve his God and Father.” It would already have been a tremendous gift of love if the Lord Jesus had only set us free from the punishment of our sins. Hell is so terrible to think about that just the cancellation of that punishment – even if it just meant that we would sleep in peace forever – would be reason enough to give thanks to him forever. But he has even more for us. Not only has he set us free from punishment; he has given us an exalted position. We are a kingdom, a royal house of kings, queens, princes and princesses. This description of who we are in Christ is something that helps make the whole book of Revelation make sense to us.

Not only has Jesus made us to be a kingdom, but we are also priests who have the right to approach God directly in our own behalf and in behalf of other people. Only one other time in all of the New Testament do we have such a wonderful characteristics applied to us: in I Peter 2:9 where he calls us a “royal priesthood.” Because of who your King is you are not really as you appear. You are not the same as your unbelieving friends and co-workers. You have a special position in God’s kingdom. 

Next we have the first prophecy of the book of Revelation: “Look, he is coming with the clouds.” Our Old Testament reading from Daniel said the same thing: “…a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.” Just as he had disappeared into the clouds at his ascension, so he will come back in the clouds, in such a glorious way that “every eye will see him.” Now for us, his people, that’s a wonderful thing. Our King coming back to earth. But for those who ridicule his name and don’t believe what he says Jesus’ second coming is going to be horrifying. Hell will change from just a scary thought to a terrifying reality, a reality that will never end. Why is this fact mentioned in our King’s message of remembrance? Because he doesn’t want us to forget what he’s saved us from. That ought to be us cowering in fear at the thought of Holy God returning to judge the world. That ought to be us burning in hell for our sins of faithlessness and lovelessness. But our King rescued us from that fate because he loves us. 

How wonderful that of all the things that this one true King could have chosen to show forth his glory, he picked this one thing: to redeem us by his suffering and death, that we should live with him for all eternity. After church, where she had been taught about the Second Coming, a little girl was quizzing her mother. "Mommy, do you believe Jesus will come back?" "Yes."  Today?"   "Yes."    "In a few minutes?"   "Yes, dear."   "Mommy, would you comb my hair?"  If we chuckle at this little girl’s sincerity, then what is wrong with us? Our text would point us again to the sky. “Look, he is coming with the clouds!” How we, his people, long to see him! How we want to worship him perfectly, and some day we shall. We know that for sure because he has promised it. It hasn’t happened yet in our lifetime. That doesn’t mean it won’t. It could be today, tomorrow, or two hundred years from now. But make no mistake – King Jesus is coming back. And he’s coming back for you, the people that he’s saved. He’s coming back for you because you are the King’s memorial. This King isn’t remembered by marble and granite, by buildings and towers. He is remembered by the people he transformed, lowly sinners now serving as a kingdom and priests of God Most High. 

What a fitting closing thought for this last Sunday of the church year. Our church year revolves around Jesus – the promises of his first coming, his birth, his ministry, his suffering, death and resurrection. Now we have come full circle. This is the end of the story, at least as far as it has been written to this point. King Jesus is currently reigning at the right hand of God the Father. He has left you, his living monuments to testify to the truth of who he is. That’s why you are here. Not to make money, not to build legacies for yourselves, not even primarily to raise familes. You are here to be your King’s memorial. To stand proudly for what he has made you. To be examples of perfect love in a world filled with hate. To be examples of perfect hope in a world full of fear. These are your goals, your purposes today and for the rest of your earthly lives. And God will give you the strength to stand as Jesus’ memorials until he comes back to get you. 
